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Abstract : The main purpose of this paper is to understand the regional-age-specfic population movement
characteristics of Korea’s major cities. To this end, we intend to lay a methodological foundation for the
region-age-specific migration research, attempting to define new spatial units for region-specific migration
research, and utilizing the flow SSD to analyze the age specificity of migration flows. On this methodological
basis, the research procedure was refined and analyzed for the 2020 population movement data of the seven major
cities in Korea. The main analysis results are as follows. First, in the case of Seoul, the specialized out-migration
flows appear evenly in all age groups, but spatial separation between age groups is remarkable. The specialized
in-migration flows appear intensively at the age of 25 to 29, and the degree of specialization is higher than that
of the out-migration flows. Second, Busan, Daegu, Gwangju, Daejeon, and Ulsan show similar trends. The
specialized out-migration flows appear predominantly at the ages of 25 to 29, and are the least at the ages of
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35 to 39. The specialized in-migration flows also appear predominantly at the ages of 25 to 29. Specialized

out-migration flows for the ages of 25 to 29 tend to be mainly concentrated in the Capital Region, while those

aged 65 to 69 tend to be limited to the surrounding areas. Although specialized areas by age group show some

spatial consistency between the out-migration and in-migration flows, the number of specialized flows and the

degree of specialization of the in-migration flows are relatively small and lower than that of the out-migration

flows. Third, Incheon shows different characteristics from other metropolitan cities. In both the out-migration

and in-migration flows, the age group tends to appear evenly without being concentrated at the ages of 25 to

29, especially the proportion of 35 to 39 years old is relatively high. Between the out-migration and in-migration

flows, the spatial consistency of specialized areas by age group does not stand out. In the future, methodological

refining and empirical analysis of more regions or more points of time are expected.

Key Words : Region-age-specific, Flow SSD (standardized score of dissimilarity), Spatial units, Out-migration,

In-migration
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