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Exploring the Spatiality of School Choice through Residential Mobility:
A Preliminary Case Study of Elementary School Students in Seoul
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Abstract : The main purpose of the paper is to examine the spatial characteristics of school choice through
residential mobility by conducting a correlation analysis on the relationships between the middle schools’
entrance rates to special high schools and the elementary schools’ net transfer rates. Analyses are done
at both the individual school level and the school catchment area level. Prior to the calculation, the two
variables involved in the correlation analysis are transformed via a standardization equation, and the
standardized scores are mapped and explored. Both the global and local correlation analyses are done for
the standardized variables. Main findings are twofold. First, the global correlation analysis reports that
there exists a statistically significant correlation between the two variables at both the analytical levels.
Second, albeit the prominent positive correlation at the global level, the local analysis reveals the existence
of a considerable level of spatial heterogeneity in terms of bivariate association. While several school
catchment areas with very high local correlation coefficients (the HH association type) are popped up,
other areas with various types of bivariate association including ones even opposite to the global trend are

also observed.
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