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<ABSTRACT>

Pierre Bourdieu’s Social Geography

: Towards Social Geography of Culture and Consumption

Sang -il Lee”

This paper’'s purpose is to examine the implications of Bourdieu's cultural
class theory for social geography. Bourdieu's theory was reviewed in terms of
such concepts as social space, field, habitus, symbolic struggle and lifestyle. By
using those concepts, he wanted to edify a one-dimensional and economy-determin
istic class theory, especially seen in Marxist tradition. ‘Habitus' plays a central
role in his theorization. It is defined as "a system of lasting, transposable
disposition which, integrating past experiences, functions at every moment as a
matrix of perceptions, appreciations, and actions and makes possible the
achievement of infinitively diversified tasks.” He seems to overcome the
chronic dichotomy between structure and agency through 'habitus’. Habitus is
a structure which is structured by social relation and, at the same lime, a
structure which is structuring the classified and classfying practices.

It is understood that the economic shift from Fordism to post-Fordism or
late capitalism or flexible accumulation or disorgnized capitalism has catered
postmodernism, only to make postmodernity Zeitgeist of the present.
Postmodernity is understood to incline to draw ‘cultural turn’ in academic
sphere, which means that the focal object of academic works has moved from

economy to culture and involves epistemological reflections that the pivotal

* Assistant, Department of Geography Education, Seoul National University.
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differenciation of social life is being made in the field of cultural politics. Also
the saturation of artisic postmodernism, which is charaterized by the effacement
of the boundary between art and everyday life, the real and its image, and high
culture and popular culture, makes everyday life aestheticized through the
intensification of sign and image production in the media. And consumming
artifacts is not so much exchanging use-value as appropriating sign-value, for
the purpose of not need but distinction. It is said that there is a certain group
or class fraction, that is new middle class, which pursuits the stylization of, life
and is eager to appropriate the postmodern facts, culture, and places. It seems
that there are some similarities between postmodernism and the habitus of new
middle class.

I think that the conceptual linkage of Bourdieu's habitus and postmodernity
theme can help social geography to elucidate its subject matters and to examine
the 'socio-spatial dialectics’ which means the theorem that space always is
constructed socially but, at the same time, society always is constituted
spatially.  This corresponds to trying to grasp the spatiality of social life.
Concepts like spatial practice and spatialization of lifestyle may contribute to
depict the spatiality of postmodernity and, more specifically to observe the
process through which postmodern urban landscapes are constructed and
reconstructed by the habitus of new middle class, and is constituting and
reconstituting it.

In this respect, I propose that social geography should de-limit itself by
following the line of cultural turn and find some clues for refreshing itself in
territory of culture and consumption. Bourdieu’s conception is a good fort

needing to be pre-captured by social geographers searching for new lerrains.
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